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748 BOOK REVIEWS. 

It is our opinion that Mr. Robinson has made a most valuable 
addition to the literature of our country, and one which will be of 
almost incalculable value to young law students, who may now at 
the very outset of their career get a comprehensive idea of the work 
before them, instead of floundering around for months, and perhaps 
years, before they see to what end their labors tend. 

M. H. 



American Law. A Treatise on the Jurisprudence, Consti- 
tution, AND Laws of the United States. By James 
De Witt Andrews. Chicago : Callaghan & Co. 1900. 

In the preparation of this treatise the author has carefully borne 
in mind Lord Bacon's statement that " institutes ought to have two 
properties : the one a perspicuous and clear order or method ; and 
the other a universal latitude or comprehension, that the student may 
have a little pre-notion of everything, like a model toward a great 
building." The Introduction treats of the development of the law, 
briefly tracing its growth from the system of government in Ancient 
Greece. The subject is then divided into four parts : First, The Law 
of Persons — Status, under which is considered in a thoroughly prac- 
tical manner, the various rights, duties, capacities and privileges of 
public and private persons ; second, The Law of Things, the word 
" thing " comprehending whatever may, according to our law, be- 
come the object of a right, and including, therefore, the treatment 
of contracts ; third. The Law of Actions, which deals with proce- 
dure, courts and remedies ; and fourth. The Law of Crimes, occupy- 
ing but a few pages. 

The work would not be less valuable if the author's censure of 
Blackstone's methods were curtailed ; yet it should be welcomed, 
not only by students and lawyers, but also by those who aim to pos- 
sess a general knowledge of the law. Well planned and carefully 
executed, it is clear, concise, and modern — the latter attribute a 
most valuable one in our ever-changing science. 

The table of cases is well arranged, and the volume is thoroughly 
indexed. 

H. J. 8. 



The Police Power of the State and Decisions Thereon as 
Illustrating the Development and Value of Case Law. 
By Alfred Russell, LL. D. Chicago : Callaghan & Co. 1900. 

Mr. Russell's book, dealing with the " Police Power," is a useful 
addition to our abundant crop of learning on the general subject of 
Constitutional law. 

Our author, in postponing the definition of police power to the 
very end of his book, says with much force :' " Definition is always 
perilous in the law, and no definition of our topic need now be 
attempted. What the police power is, and what its extent and 

' p. 25. 
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limitations are, can only be ascertained by the gradual process of 
judicial inclusion and exclusion as the cases presented for decision 
require, with the reasoning upon which such decisions may be found." 
{sic). He then proceeds to take up the leading cases as showing the 
outlines of that Protean subject which seems to be all kinds of a 
rule at the same time. After considering its general features he 
goes on to show how it is modified by the Federal Constitution in 
criminal cases (Chap. Ill); in respect to the Eleventh Amendment 
(Chap. IV); with regard to the Fourteenth Amendment (Chap. V); 
as to the public health and safety (Chap. VI); as to corporations 
(Chap. VII); as to the Commerce clause (Chap. VIII); and as to 
" property in business " (Chap. IX). In this last chapter our author 
sums up his general conclusions in eleven propositions, which seem 
to be as sound as generalities ever are. The first of these proposi- 
tions states in a concise way the elementary learning on the subject. 

" 1. The possession and enjoyment of all rights are subject to such 
reasonable conditions as may be deemed by a legislature of a State 
essential to the safety, health, peace, good order, morals and conve- 
nience of the people of the State." 

The remaining ten propositions are corollaries of the first one and 
tend to elucidate the general subject. 

We note one or two small inaccuracies, e. g., p. 4, " The develop- 
ment of our law began during the long period of the Roman occu- 
pation [of England], which left an indelible impress [on the law of 
that country]." This last statement must surely have been a slip 
of the pen.' Altogether, however, Mr. Russell's " Police Power" is 
a useful book for study preparatory to taking up the subject more 
exhaustively for one's self by an examination of the cases, which are, 
on this subject, more than any other in law, the best exponents of 
the law. 

E. B. S., Jr. 



Washburn's Manual of Ceiminal Law, third edition, with 
notes by Maeshall D. Ewell, M. D., LL.D. Chicago: 
Callaghan & Co. 1900. 

Students of law will welcome the appearance of this new edition 
of a popular book. The ever-growing tendency in the law toward 
bulky volumes entails many disadvantages for the beginner ; and 
for a text-book a work that aims at simplicity and conciseness is 
certainly preferable to one aiming rather to be comprehensive and 
complete. This third edition of Washburn, while adding new 
references which bring the criminal law in the United States down 
to the present time, has not so multiplied the old notes as to increase 
unduly the size of the volume. 

Not only is Washburn's " Criminal Law " concise, but it has the 
added merit of being eminently practical. Discussions of the theory 
and philosophy of the law have no place ; the law is stated as a fact, 

•See Pollock and Maitland's "History of English Law," Introd. xxxi, 
and Sir Walter Beaant's " London." 



